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of great variety and excellently adopted for manufacture,
building stones, slate and marble, besides cotton and wool.
These resources must always be considered in accounting
for America's position in any industry. The differential
advantage produced by these resources is often accounted
for in other ways, and in some cases the high quality of
her labour has wrongly been given as a cause. For, as
regards the textile industries, the labour is supplied by a
collection of nationalities directed, as before stated, by
British immigrants.
Empirical methods are prevalent in America as they
are in this country. For instance, at one American works
a man who had no scientific training was seen giving direc-
tions to tlie dyers and dispensing dye-stufis in a most
crude manner. The workmen brought pots and received
dye-stuff, by the aid of a spoon, from one or more of a
dozen cans. By long experience the man could tell how
much he took on the spoon, but he admitted that weighing
was the better method. The workmen passed to and fro
between tlieir machines and this man, bringing patterns
and their pots to receive more dye-stuff, until the right
shade was obtained. Weighing out the colour was stated
to be too slow for them. The dye-stuff was invariably
introduced to the bath in the solid state; either the im-
portance of perfect solution was not recognised or the
time taken for such an operation was held of more con-
sequence.
But some of the American dye-works are conducted
on scientific lines. At the Arnold Print Works, North
Adams, Mass., success is largely attributed to the
systematic and scientific working of the mill, while the
Merrimack and Arlington Mills, two of the foremost mills
in Massachusetts., are thoroughly up to date. The Arling-
ton Works at Lawrence has a fine laboratory, and the
chemist lias an assistant who was educated at Lowell
Textile School. They test all the materials which come
into the works, and do washing and other tests of the
dye-stuffs. They have a Bradford machine for determin-
ing the moisture in textiles. At the Merrimack Works all
materials coming Into the works are tested, no matter
what their source, and the manager said the events of